
How To Open a .ZIP File 
On Various Devices 

 

Windows 7 & 10 

If you’re using a PC, you can easily open a ZIP file with the built-in Windows Compressed Folder. To 
open a ZIP file using this Windows 7 or 10 feature, simply follow the steps below: 

1. Locate the ZIP file you want to open.  
2. Right-click on the ZIP file and select “Extract All…” Once you select “Extract All,” you will 

get a new pop-up menu.  

 

3. In the pop-up menu, select a location to extract the files. If you want your files to be 
extracted in another location, click “Browse” and select your destination in the pop-up window.  

4. Once you’ve selected a destination folder, click “OK.”  

Note: Make sure to check “Show extracted files when complete” so you can immediately find 
the unzipped files after it is opened and extracted. 

5. Finally, click “Extract” in the pop-up menu. The built-in software will start extracting the files 
from inside the ZIP folder.  

 

Once the extraction is complete, a window will pop-up, displaying all the extracted files from the ZIP 
file. 



Mac 

If you have a Mac, you can still easily unzip or extract files from a ZIP file using Mac’s Archive Utility 
tool. Here’s how to open a ZIP file using the Archive Utility tool in Mac: 

1. Locate the ZIP file you want to open. If you’re not sure where you stored the ZIP file after 
downloading it, check the Downloads folder. 

2. Double-click the ZIP file. This will automatically begin the file extraction, which may take a 
few seconds to a few minutes, depending on the number and size of the files being extracted.  

When the extraction is complete, a window will pop up to display the extracted files or folders. If no 
window opens up after the extraction is complete, simply locate the extracted folder to display the 
extracted files.  

 
 
 

Android Devices 

For Android phones, you will need to download and install a zip file opener, such as the Files app 
from Google Play Store, to extract files from a ZIP file. The application comes pre-installed on many 
Android phones. To check if you already have the app, tap the Apps button, which looks like a square 
of four or nine dots on your home screen.   

 

1. Download, install, and open the Files app.  

Note: If you’re going through the initial setup, you may have to give the app access to photos, 
media, and files in your device. Click Allow to do this.  

2. Then click Browse at the bottom of your screen.  
3. Locate the ZIP file you want to extract. If you’ve downloaded it as an attachment from an 

email, you may find it in the “Download” folder. 
4. Tap the file you want to open and then tap Extract. This will open a list of the files in the 

ZIP folder.  
5. Finally, tap Done. You can access any of the files by tapping “All” at the top of your screen 

and then clicking the downward arrow next to the right of a file. Then tap “Open with” and 
choose an application.  

 

 

 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.google.android.apps.nbu.files&hl=en_US
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.google.android.apps.nbu.files&hl=en_US


iPhone & IPad 

iPhones and other Apple devices have a default feature that allows you to see your ZIP files. 
However, to actually extract workable files from a ZIP file on your mobile device, you need to install 
an 3rd party application such as Izip from the App Store (It’s free.)  

1. Download, install, and open the Izip app.  
2. Then tap Files at the top of your screen. This will only work after you have downloaded the 

ZIP file to your iPhone.  
3. Locate the ZIP file you want to extract files from. If you’ve downloaded the file from a 

website or an email, check for the ZIP file inside your Files app.   

Note: If you do not see your ZIP file in Files, go back to the ZIP file and select the “send to” 
button. Then tap “More” and select “Copy to iZip.”  

 

4. Tap the ZIP file you want to extract. Then, tap and hold for a second or two to open a pop-
up menu.  

5. Finally, tap OK in the pop-up. This will automatically unzip (or extract) all the files in the ZIP 
folder. Depending on the size, this may take a few seconds to a few minutes.  

 

Once you have extracted all the files and folders, you can view them through the iZip app. If you want 
to open a file with a certain app, tap the “Open In” button at the bottom of your screen.  

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/izip-zip-unzip-unrar-tool/id413971331
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/izip-zip-unzip-unrar-tool/id413971331

